volumes £55 Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1969 Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone
The arrival of the third edition of this famous textbook will be welcomed by all ophthalmologists, neurologists and neurosurgeons. The senior author (in his 73rd year) is to be congratulated for this achievement and also for the fact that he has introduced a colleague with an already established reputation in this subject who will nurture it for future generations of neuro-ophthalmologists.
The book retains the pattern of its predecessors but has been completely re-written, brought up to date and enlarged (3,000 pages in three volumes). The subject matter is presented with clarity and depth and is enhanced by illustrations of the highest quality. The extensive bibliography is appropriately placed at the end of each section, with the index at the end of each volume. The index is comprehensive (72 pages) but with a work this size there are necessarily a few omissions and inconveniences with cross-indexing.
Volume I contains an important chapter on the visual sensory system incorporating the recent neurophysiological work of Hubel and Wiesel. Similarly the chapter on the ocular motor system includes recent advances and emphasizes the diagnostic value that examination of this complex system may provide in disorders of the cortex and brain stem. The importance of recognizing down beat, see-saw or diencephalic nystagmus is discussed, though clinicians may be disappointed that vertical nystagmus receives scant coverage. An excellent review of the pupil is the highlight in the chapter on the autonomic system, and should be read by all who use this compact system for diagnosis. A well illustrated chapter on the optic disc presents a classification of disc cedema which, if adopted, will eliminate some of the current confusion in terminology. The remaining chapters on congenital and heredofamilial disorders show the wide range of this exciting field, and will be of particular value to pediatric ophthalmologists. Volume II commences with chapters on metabolic and toxic diseases, and disorders of muscle. The latter introduces the ophthalmologist to many conditions with which he is probably not familiar (Nemaline myopathy) and contains a good current review of the progressive external ophthalmoplegias. The chapter on the infectious diseases, though covering syphilis extensively (77 pages), also introduces important recent advances such as the measles 'slow virus' encephalitis with which ophthalmologic findings have been recorded. The final chapter in this volume, on the vascular system, is to be commended for the high standard of the illustrations, photographs, and radiographs.
Volume III presents a chapter on tumours which reviews orbital and intracranial lesions but includes general sections on the phakomatoses and lymphomas. Craniocerebral trauma and hypoxia comprises a chapter which is of interest to pediatricians and neurosurgeons and benefits from the close association and collaboration with Dr Richard Lindenberg. Finally, the chapter on neurotoxins ranges from salicylates to snake bites and concludes with a section on multidimensional pathology destined for those with a tougher intellectual constitution.
The excellence of this book will absorb many readers, not only ophthalmologists and neurologists, but all those who specialize in, and enjoy, clinical medicine. It is the ultimate reference book on this subject and will therefore be a necessity for all libraries, ophthalmic and neurological departments. The coverage in depth of many diverse subjects serves to diminish some of the artificial barriers induced in medicine by specialization, and propagated by specialist journals. Thus the ophthalmologist will find available many references relevant to his field but which are published in other specialist journals, though recourse to these is often infrequent owing to the high standard of the text. Furthermore, all the volumes stress the importance of the basic sciences (neurophysiology, biochemistry, genetics, electron microscopy) and the value of quantitative assessment (electromyography, pupillography, electronystagmography, fluorescein angiography) in clinical diagnosis. The emphasis on these subjects makes this book an excellent launching pad for the next decade, as these will surely be the areas destined for further advancement.
The main disadvantages of this textbook are the price (£55) and a subsidiary factor which inhibits frequent transportation, the weight (19 lb). However, those who can afford an investment in this book will reap in some measure the interest and enthusiasm for this fascinating specialty which has sustained the authors through their Herculean task.
M D SANDERS
Proceedings of the Centennial Symposium, Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital Volume 1 Ophthalmology edited by Arnold I Turtz MD pp xiii +331 illustrated 247s St Louis: C VMosby 1969 London: Henry Kimpton It is appropriate for the hundredth anniversary of the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital to have been marked by a symposium in ophthalmology, otolaryngology, and plastic surgery. Volume 1 (ophthalmology) records the subject matter of a carefully selected programme designed to highlight topics of current or controversial interest, and the reader will soon be impressed by the effectiveness of the selection.
Reports on symposia seem to overcome the problems usually associated with books of multiple authorship, and the publication of the present volume within a reasonable period of the meeting ensures that its subjects remain topical, and reflects considerable credit upon its editor.
New concepts in ocular therapy and new techniques, surgical, anesthetic, and investigative, occupy about half of the volume, and the remainder covers pediatric ophthalmology and ophthalmic plastic surgery. The concluding section provides a short (one hopes appropriately so) discussion of complications in ocular surgery.
Generous illustration and an adequate bibliography underline the value of the book as a reference work for the expert, and as a guide for the postgraduate student. JAMES R HUDSON Current Therapy 1970 edited by Howard F Conn MD pp xxv + 867 £6 12s Philadelphia &c.: W B Saunders 1970 This is a large, heavy and expensive volume which is modified each year in an attempt to provide an up-to-date, authoritative and comprehensive text on management. The intention is admirable, but the execution less than ideal.
More than three hundred authors have contributed, and the standard is unavoidably patchy. In certain sections, an almost nineteenth century approach is apparent. For example, few people in this country would support the use of potassium iodide, arsenic, rectal ether or tank respirators in patients with bronchial asthma. This kind of uncritical polypharmacy may be forced upon physicians by importunate patients or relatives in a 'free-enterprise' system, but it is difficult to accept that it should be written into a textbook which claims to be authoritative. In the same section, there is no mention of the use of orciprenaline or salbutamol. This seems extraordinary in a book whose professed aim is to provide guidance about presentday treatment. In contrast, many other sections are excellent and there is a wealth of practical advice; unfortunately, the variability of standard makes it difficult to recommend the publication as a whole.
In a book of this size one would hope it possible to indicate clearly which approaches to management are supported by adequate evidence, and to provide adequate references. Unfortunately, much of the writing is dogmatic, and no references are provided. There is an unfortunate tendency to use trade-names in some sections and, clearly, a general editorial policy has not been laid down.
Though the book has undeniable merits, I fear that few doctors will find its purchase worth the No book has had a more timely publication. The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gyntcologists in September 1970 will have for the first time a Part I examination for the MRCOG in basic sciences dealing with those aspects of subjects 'which should form part of the general education of any specialist and particularly those aspects which are applicable to obstetrics and gynmecology'. This book is the nearly perfect answer to the prayers of those candidates who have been wondering where to find the necessary information. There are seventy chapters by some eighty contributors, all experts in the basic scientific facts of obstetrics and gynecology, drawn from twelve countries. The book starts with a twentysix-page chapter, 'The Cell', and ends with two pages on 'Metrication'. In between there are over seven hundred double-column pages, containing a treasure-house of learning the like of which the specialty has not previously possessed within the covers of one book. The section on the female
